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THE VENOMOUS WORM. 



By Prof. John Eussell. 

The Secretary of the Illinois State Historical Society 
has had many requests from interested persons for 
copies of ''The Venomous Worm," which is perhaps 
the most famous of Prof. John RusselPs writings. We 
accordingly reprint it in order that it may be easily ac- 
cessible to interested persons. 



THE VENOMOUS WORM. 

By Prof. John Eussell. 

*'Outvenoms all the worms of Nile."— Shakespeare. 

Who has not heard of the rattlesnake or copperhead! 
An unexpected sight of either of these reptiles will make 
even the lords of creation recoil; but there is a species 
of worm, found in various parts of this state, which 
conveys a poison of a nature so deadly, that, compared 
with it, even the venom of the rattlesnake is harmJess. 
To guard our readers against this foe of human kind, is 
the object of this lesson. 

This worm varies much in size. It is frequently an 
inch in diameter, but, as it is rarely seen, except when 
coiled, its length can hardly be conjectured. It is of a 
dull lead color, and generally lives near a spring or sm/»lJ 
stream of water, and bites the unfortunate people, who 
are in the habit of going there to drink. The brute crea- 
tion it never molests. They avoid it with the same in- 
stinct that teaches the animals of Peru to shun the deadly 
coya. 

Several of these reptiles have long infested our set- 
tlements, to the misery and destruction of many of our 
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fellow citizens. I have, therefore, had frequent opportu- 
nities of being the melancholy spectator of the effects 
produced by the subtle poison which this worm infuses. 
The symptoms of its bite are terrible. The eyes of the 
patient become red and fiery, his tongue swells to an im- 
moderate size, and obstructs his utterance; and delirium 
of the most horrid character quickly follows. Sometimes, 
in his madness, he attempts the destruction of his near- 
est friends. 

If the sufferer has a family, his weeping wife and help- 
less infants are not unfrequently the objects of his frantic 
fury. In a word, he exhibits, to the life, all the detestable 
passions that rankle in the bosom of a savage; and, such 
is the spell in which his senses are locked, that, no sooner 
has the unhappy patient recovered from the paroxysm 
of iDsanity, occasioned by the bite, than he seeks out the 
destroyer, for the sole purpose of being bitten again. 

I have seen a good old father, his locks as white as 
snow, his step slow and trembling, beg in vain of his 
only son to quit the lurking place of the worm. My heart 
bled when he turned away ; for I knew the fond hope, that 
his son would be the *' staff of his declining years, '* had 
supported him through many a sorrow. 

Youths of America, would you know the name of this 
reptile? It is called the Worm of the Still. 

John Eussbll. 
— McGuffey's Eclectic Fourth Reader: Published in Cin- 
cinnati, Winthrop B. Smith & Co., 1854. 



